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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT –  
Sue Minarchi

 
Happy holidays to everyone in the Sanderson 

Museum family!  It has been a great year for our 

wonderful museum and we are looking forward to 

bigger and better things next year! 

2014 is going to be very exciting!  We have some 

terrific activities planned that focus on Chris’ 

interest in history, art and music.  We’ll also 

continue our new trend of a special exhibit.  Watch 

the Historian for details.  You’ll certainly want to 

sign up as a member so that you can enjoy our 

special Members Only Events.  They are always a 

great time! 

No year-end would be complete without thanking 

everyone for their continued contributions.  As a 

non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization, funding is 

essential to our existence and we appreciate each 

and every one of your donations.  Next year, we 

will continue working toward our goal of installing 

a central HVAC system as the first step in the 

conservation of our important art and historic 

artifacts.  We’re getting closer!  Please consider 

including the Sanderson Museum in your giving 

plans this year. 

Last, but certainly not least, thanks to all of you for 

being part of the Sanderson Museum family and 

for all that you do to support our unique museum.  

I hope that everyone will consider volunteering at 

the museum as museum guide, working on our 

facility, helping in the archives, or organizing 

special events.  There’s always a lot to do and all 

volunteer efforts are welcome and appreciated! 

On behalf of the Sanderson Museum Board of 

Directors, best wishes for a very enjoyable holiday 

season, and a safe, healthy and Happy New Year! 

ASK TO SEE 
Chuck Ulmann, Curator

 
Tom Thompson, Curator Emeritus, prepared 

several binders over the years that feature an 

aspect of the collection or of Chris that needed to 

be described in a way that adds some order to the 

many items in the collection that seem unrelated 

to one another. 

As we know, Chris documented many areas with 

maps.  Tom put a binder together of some notes, a 

map and photos called "Chris Sanderson's Chadds 

Ford".   

The Chadds Ford Historical Society has a map on 

the wall of the large meeting room that details the 

area.  Let's take a look at what Tom selected from 

the photos Chris took that stood out for him in 

Chadds Ford. 

Before we go too far, the name 'Chadds Ford' has 

gone through several changes.  John Chads ran the  

Please see Ask to See page 2 
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Ask to See from page 1 

ferry across the Brandywine Creek at the current site of the 

museum.  The name went back and forth with various spellings 

and exactly when the second 'd' was added is subject to 

discussion.  The important comment to remember is the last 

sentence of the letter from Gilbert Cope, the well-

known genealogist and carpenter, to Chris dated July 20, 1920 

that said, "I wish we could get rid of the abominable spelling 

which has been fastened to his name.  He never used two d's."  I 

haven't performed detailed research, but I'm sure the culprits 

are either the United States Post Office or one of the railroads 

(Pennsylvania and Philadelphia & Reading). 

These two railroads went through Chadds Ford (well, sort of ... depending on where you say Chadds Ford 

starts and stops).  Actually, the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) Octorora Branch ran south of what is now the 

Brandywine River Museum.  There was a siding that went up toward what was then a mill for dropping and 

picking up freight cars.   The PRR line that Chris rode, as did many others, branched off the Media - West 

Chester Line at Wawa and wandered south and west to Oxford.  There were stations at Wawa, Chester 

Heights, Markham, Concordville, Brandywine Summit, Chadd's Ford, (notice the spelling), Mendenhall, 

Rosedale, Kennett Square, Toughkenamon, Avondale, West Grove, Kelton Elkview, Lincoln University and 

Oxford.  

The other line that crossed the PRR branch at right angles was a branch of the Philadelphia & Reading (P&R or 

Reading) that was called the Wilmington and Northern. This line was never in Chadds Ford village as it was on 

the west side of the Brandywine in Chester County.  It ran from Wilmington up to Birdsboro where the line 

tied into the main line of the P&R for access to Reading.  Names on the stations on this line were Wilmington 

(actually it used the B&O station), Elsmere Junction, Silverbrook, Greenville, Montchanin, Winterthur, 

Guyencourt, Granogue, Cossart, Chadds Ford Junction (different from the Pennsylvania spelling), Pocopson, 

Lenape, Wawaset, Northbrook, Embreville, Downingtown, Mortonville, Modena, Coatesville, Wagontown, 

Brandamore, Suplee, Waynesburg Junction, Elverson, Joanna and Birdsboro.  

When you look at various PRR schedules in the museum’s collection, sometimes you will only see Chadd's Ford 

and other times you will see Chadd's Ford and Chadds Ford Junction.  It was clearly a bone of contention with 

many that the PRR would not stop at the Junction.  The binder has several clippings about this.  Officially, the 

PRR stopped using Chadd's Ford Junction on January 1, 1906.  The correspondent of one piece said that the 

cause of the PRR not stopping any more at Chadd's Ford Junction was, "In short the residents of Chester(?) 

County are punished for patronizing the trolleys and not the steam road. / W. H. WALKER." (Cabinet G, Box 8, 

Vol. 5, Pg 39). 

So, "Ask To See"  the binder "Chris Sanderson's  Chadds Ford" by Tom Thompson and the clippings about 

Chadd's Ford Junction.   

Chadds Ford Junction 



 

 

    

THANK YOU TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS! 
 

If you would like to advertise in the 

Historian, please contact Mary  

Hewes, Executive Director, at 

executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org 

for more information. 

 



 

 

The Christian C. Sanderson Museum - A Man's Life, A Nation's History. An 

eclectic array of art, military memorabilia, presidential artifacts, local 

history and collectibles.  History like you've never seen it before!  Open 

March through November, Saturday and Sunday, 12pm to 4pm or by 

appointment. 
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Christian C. Sanderson Museum 

PO Box 153 

Chadds Ford, PA 19317 
 

Go Green and receive The Historian via email.  Send your email address 

to executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org.  Thank you! 

 


