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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT –  
Sue Minarchi

 
Welcome to the beginning of the 2015 Season at 

the Christian C. Sanderson Museum.  This year is 

going to be a big one and I’m so excited I can 

hardly contain myself! 

Our first special exhibit “Four Score and Seven 

Years Ago …” will be held in April and will focus on 

President Abraham Lincoln. Chris collected many 

artifacts about this important statesman and it is 

an exhibit not to be missed! Be sure to see the 

piece of the bandage that was put on Lincoln’s 

head wound when he was shot at Ford’s Theatre.  

(Yes, really.) 

 We will also take a look at World War I in our 

“Over There, Over There …” exhibit. Many young 

men from Chester and Delaware County were 

called to fight in this war’s numerous battles. Like 

Herbert Guest, a friend of Chris Sanderson’s from 

Chadds Ford, who corresponded with him often 

about his life changing experiences. Come visit the 

Sanderson Museum during this very special exhibit 

and make history personal!  

We’ll continue our musical tribute to the Pocopson 

Valley Boys on May 17th.  The fabulous Dixie 

Demons from Kennett Square will entertain us this 

year on the lawn. Last year was so much fun!  Be 

sure to mark your calendars. 

We’ve also added a couple of Wine & Sign events 

with regional authors and artists as well as 

wonderful wine, an oral history day for those who 

knew Chris to share their memories and have them 

recorded, and a series of children’s stories and 

crafts. 

If you are a member, and I hope that you are, 

watch for news about our Members Only Event.  

This fun-filled evening features great food, 

refreshments, music and camaraderie for all 

Sanderson Museum members.   Our special guest 

will be author Michael Thomas, who will captivate 

us with tales of the Battle of the Brandywine from 

his new book. If you’re not a member, please 

consider becoming one … this wonderful event is 

for Members Only. 

There’s a lot going on this year … two great Special 

Exhibits, a Members Only Event and lots, lots more.  

Hope to see you at the museum! 

ASK TO SEE 

Chuck Ulmann, Curator 

 
Let's continue looking at Tom Thompson's report 

about Birmingham Park.  As you may recall, the 

Park was located on the east side of the 

Brandywine between the Chadds Ford Junction 

station and the Brinton's Bridge station on the 

Wilmington and Northern Railroad (W&N) that ran 

along the west side of the Brandywine. 

Even though the county seat was not located on 

the W&N route, West Chester was not to be left 

out of the festivities even though it was about an 

hour wagon ride to Birmingham Park.  One of the 

churches in West Chester sent 40 wagons of  

Please see Ask to See page 2 
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Ask to See from page 1 

visitors to the Park in 1888. 

Many bands played at the Park's dance pavilion, 

the most famous being the Ringgold Band of 

Reading.  In the 1880s and 1890s, Sunday jaunts to 

locations like Birmingham Park were a high point in 

the week or for some families a high point for the 

summer! 

The bridge across the Brandywine to Birmingham 

Park had to be taken down each fall and reinstalled 

each spring as the regular flooding of the 

Brandywine removed it if left in place. 

Part of the reason for Birmingham Park was to 

generate excitement for a potential spur for the 

W&N from the Lenape station to West Chester.  It 

never was built for reasons that you’ll soon see. 

The end of 1891 saw the building of a trolley line 

by the West Chester Street Railway from West 

Chester to Lenape.  That caused the W&N to run a 

shuttle from Lenape to Birmingham Park (the same 

location of the Brinton's Bridge station in earlier 

years).  In August, one of the largest groups to 

attend the Park was an Odd Fellows Lodge picnic 

with over 5000 visitors.  The W&N had competition 

from Lenape to the Park.  It was the steam yacht 

Minnehaha! 

By 1894 Lenape Park was becoming a place to visit 

and the Birmingham Park was beginning to see 

reduced attendance.  The Minnehaha stopped 

running!  The facilities were beginning to 

deteriorate and potable water was becoming an 

issue. 

By 1895, the W&N would no longer stop at the 

Park and the 'Birmingham Park' station was 

removed from timetables.   

By 1908, Birmingham Park was no longer in regular 

use.  The one pavilion was still there but there was 

no way to get across the Brandywine.  Events were 

very infrequent.  One group held a picnic at the 

'former Birmingham Park' in 1916.  Lenape Park 

became THE place for summer Sunday excursions! 

Today, the area is now a large area in the flood 

plain along the Brandywine.  

So "Ask to See" Tom Thompson's information on 

Birmingham Park.  If you can't make it to the 

museum, contact me at the museum and I'll be 

glad to send you a copy of Tom's report. 

SUPPORT THE MUSEUM 

Please consider becoming a member or making a contribution to keep this unique museum.  Mail your tax-

deductible donation or membership application to Sanderson Museum, P.O. Box 153, Chadds Ford, PA 19317.    

Name:  _______________________________________      Email:  ____________________________________ 

 

Address:  _________________________________________________________Phone:  __________________ 
 
I am enclosing my tax deductible gift of:   I would like to join the Sanderson Museum: 

� $1,000 

� $500 

� $200 

� $100 

� $50  

� My gift is:  ________ 

� Individual $20 

� Family $30 

� Patron $100 

� Benefactor $500 



 

 

        

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Sanderson Museum is run by volunteers 

just like you! We are people who are 

interested in history, delight in talking to other 

people, have a bit of the "pack rat" in them, 

and want to touch a moment in time.  We 

offer great benefits: 

• Volunteer training 

• Annual volunteer trip to area museum 

• Invitations to museum events 

• Several volunteer appreciation 

activities 

• 10% discount in museum gift shop 

If you are interested in volunteering your time 

and/or talents, email Mary Hewes at 

executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org or 

call 610-388-6545 or to join our volunteer 

family. 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanderson Museum 

1755 Creek Road 

Chadds Ford, PA 19317 

 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 153 

Chadds Ford, PA 19317 

 

Phone: 

610-388-6545 

 

Website: 

sandersonmuseum.org 

 

Email: 

info@sandersonmuseum.org 

The Christian C. Sanderson Museum - A Man's Life, A Nation's History. An 

eclectic array of art, military memorabilia, presidential artifacts, local 

history and collectibles.  History like you've never seen it before!  Open 

March through November, Thursday through Sunday, 12pm to 4pm or 

by appointment. 
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Christian C. Sanderson Museum 

P.O. Box 153 

Chadds Ford, PA 19317 
 

Go Green and receive The Historian via email.  Send your email address 

to executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org.  Thank you! 

 


