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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT –
Sue Minarchi
We’re getting ready for a great summer season at
the Sanderson Museum!
If you missed the “Four Score and Seven Years
Ago” opening, the exhibit will be on display
through July, so be sure to stop by to see the
interesting artifacts that Chris collected related to
Abraham Lincoln.
This summer, there will be another reason to visit
the Sanderson Museum – “Sanderson’s Summer
Stories”. You’ll want to bring your children or
grandchildren to hear some great historic tales,
told just for kids. The children will also make a
craft related to the story and enjoy a snack. What
fun!
In September, we will have some great artifacts on
display from World War I in our “Over There, Over
There …” exhibit. Members won’t want to miss the
very enjoyable “Members Only Event” in October
with Michael C. Harris speaking about his book on
the Battle of the Brandywine. There will also be our
first annual “Oral History Day” when we’ll record
for posterity your memories and stories about
Chris. Not to be missed, in November, we’ll have a
“Sanderson Shopping Spree” event just in time for
the holiday season.
There’s so much to do and so much to see at the
Sanderson Museum! I hope you’ll bring your family
and friends to enjoy Chris’ unique collection. If
you’re at an event around town, such as Chadds

Ford Days or the Old Fiddler’s Picnic, look for the
Sanderson Museum’s display tent. Please stop by
to say hello and pick up some great Sanderson
Museum giveaways.
See you at the museum!

ASK TO SEE
Chuck Ulmann, Curator
On this date. . . 10 years ago at this exact time. . .
25 years ago . . . 50 years ago . . .
Once every two to three years museum volunteers
are required to look at EVERY ITEM in the collection
as defined in our collection policy. This museum
'best practice' is to assess each item's condition
and indicate if any type of conservation work needs
to be performed to assure that it will survive for
another 50 years! 2017 will be the 50th year of the
museum's existence as it is configured now! Don't
forget that Chris always had a museum from 1906
at every place he lived.
This year I decided to start the process with all the
notes stored in red binders. Most were written by
Chris but every so often Tom Thompson, our
founding curator, would include something from
another person in these files.
To make it more interesting to work with these
notes, several volunteers located a subject index
that Tom had put together in 2009. It was with his
museum papers that he retained at home for
research. This document is much more complete
Please see Ask to See page 2
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than our general museum index on the contents of
the 'red notes binders.'

Page 2

(the review takes a VERY LONG TIME as a result of
these distractions). The first item that Chris
entered was a menu from some event he must
have attended. The dessert caught my eye:
'Toasted Corn Starch Pudding.'

This detailed subject index led me to several items
that we used for the Lincoln exhibit that will be on
The first remembrance that stated an event
display in the entry room through the end of July.
happened exactly 10 years ago (May 19, 1898) was
One is a note written by Chis'
the prophecy of his classmates. He
mother describing how she
didn't write down his own
found out about
prophecy. An unusual event.
the assassination of President
Another item was the back of a
Lincoln. It was written by her on
writing tablet that Mrs. Sanderson
April 15, 1940, the 75th
noted the books she read the
anniversary of the assassination.
winter of 1912-13 when they
Chris took a photo of her on the
stayed at the N. C. Wyeth home
sofa she was sitting on when the Mrs. Sanderson on the sofa.
while the Wyeth's were
news was told her by her father.
in Massachusetts for a long Christmas holiday.
Another note was written by Chris in West Chester,
Several of the books Mrs. Sanderson read were
PA at the Lincoln Building. This was the office of the
ones that N. C. Wyeth illustrated such as The
Chester County Republican, a weekly newspaper
Virginian by Owen Wister.
published by Joseph J. Lewis that contained a series
I was looking for WWI notes but you will have to
of articles that turned out to be the first published
wait for the display to see those.
biography of Abraham Lincoln. Chris wrote the
note on the 100th anniversary of the publication of
So, ask to see the list of books that Mrs. Sanderson
the first article in the series!
read from the N. C. Wyeth home library!
As I started though the binders to do the condition
review I always seemed to stop and read the items

SUPPORT THE MUSEUM
Please consider becoming a member or making a contribution to keep this unique museum. Mail your taxdeductible donation or membership application to Sanderson Museum, P.O. Box 153, Chadds Ford, PA 19317.
Name: _______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________Phone: __________________
I am enclosing my tax deductible gift of:
$1,000
$100
$500
$50
$200
My gift is: ________

I would like to join the Sanderson Museum:
Individual $20
Patron $100
Family $30
Benefactor $500

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Sanderson Museum is run by volunteers
just like you! We are people who are
interested in history, delight in talking to other
people, have a bit of the "pack rat" in them,
and want to touch a moment in time. We
offer great benefits:
• Volunteer training
• Annual volunteer trip to area museum
• Invitations to museum events
• Several volunteer appreciation
activities
• 10% discount in museum gift shop
If you are interested in volunteering your time
and/or talents, email Mary Hewes at
executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org or
call 610-388-6545 or to join our volunteer
family.

Christian C. Sanderson Museum
P.O. Box 153
Chadds Ford, PA 19317

Go Green and receive The Historian via email. Send your email address
to executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org. Thank you!

The Christian C. Sanderson Museum - A Man's Life, A Nation's History. An
eclectic array of art, military memorabilia, presidential artifacts, local
history and collectibles. History like you've never seen it before! Open
March through November, Thursday through Sunday, 12pm to 4pm or
by appointment.

Sanderson Museum
1755 Creek Road
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 153
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
Phone:
610-388-6545
Website:
sandersonmuseum.org
Email:
info@sandersonmuseum.org
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