
The Historian  

A Man’s Life – A Nation’s History  

A Newsletter for Friends of the Sanderson   

July 2022 Issue 28 
 

NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM 
Sally Denk Hoey, Interim Writer / Photographer 

So here I am a month late and a dollar short for the 
second quarter June newsletter. 
 

I’m going to blame it on our esteemed curator, 
Chuck Ulmann, who’s been spending a lot of time 
with different specialists over the last six months.  
 

Then, our awesome director, Mary Hewes, noticed 
her children had grown sufficiently that she could 
now take on the full-time job of her dreams. After 
which more scrambling ensued, and hence my 
volunteering to take on the newsletter  

 
Mary has been such a 
huge part of the 
Sanderson’s growth 
and forward 
momentum and we 
are sad to see her go, 
but cannot help but 
be thrilled for this 
new chapter in her 
life. Thank you, Mary 
for more than you 
know. 

 

VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS 
Considering we’re coming out of two years of Covid, 
plus a shutdown, thanks to our amazing volunteers, 
the Sanderson is recovering well. 
 

As of June, we have welcomed not only group tours, 
but visitors from Delaware, Florida, Indiana, Maine, 
Maryland, New York, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Ohio and Texas – and that was before the start of 
Summer!  

 
One of our fun 
group tours 
was The Road 
Runners, a 
group of 
antique car 
collectors who 
loved the 
Sanderson 

even after we told them Chris never owned a car!   
 

In addition, Jim, a visitor 
from Palmetto, Florida had a 
GeoCache app on his phone 
and found our GeoCache 
box in its hiding place in the 
shrub next to the back 
entrance.   
 

Luckily, we have gained two 
new talented and history - 
minded volunteers, Ed 
Worteck from Chadds Ford 
and Tim Mooney from 
Nottingham.   Jim Christ and 

Linda Banks have been holding down the fort 
doubling their time as guides. And to Gene Pisasale 
and Gary and Mara Sharp, who we can count on for 
guiding, thank you!   (sdh) 
 

WELCOME  

MAKENZIE McGONIGLE 
You’ll be hearing much more about Makenzie in the 
coming months as we get to know her.  
But in the meantime, here she is in her own words:  
 
Makenzie -Continued…. 



Hello! 
 

My name is Makenzie McGonigle and I joined the 
museum as the new Administrative Manager last 
month. I have been working with Chuck to get up to 
speed on the role. 
 

To introduce myself more thoroughly, I live in 
Chadds Ford with my husband and twin 2-year-old 
boys. I was most recently employed at Vanguard as 
a Corporate Trainer and Investment Professional 
until my sons were born and I began life as a stay-
at-home mother. I earned my Bachelor's and MBA 
degrees from West Chester University and have 
lived in the Delaware County area all of my life. I 
love all periods of history and am so glad to have 
found a position that combines that with my 
financial experience.  
 

I look forward to meeting and working with you all. 
Please reach out if there are any questions.  
 

ASK TO SEE 
Chuck Ulmann, Curator 
 
Several issues ago, I wrote about an article Chris 
Sanderson created about post Battle of Brandywine 
events ending in the encampment at Valley Forge. 
The article was published in 1946 in the "Picket 
Post".  
 

But what about earlier? Most know about the 1927 
history synopsis of Battle of Brandywine that was 
included in the 150th anniversary of the battle 
program.  
 

In my "travels" through the documents that Chris 
produced, I came upon two binders put together by 
the late Tom Thompson, our first curator with items 
written by Chris and articles written about Chris.  
 

The earliest one I located was what appears to be a 
9- column article published on July 19, 1898. It is 
titled "Upper Providence, A History of the Township 
From Earliest Times" that appeared in "The Daily 
Republican" published in Phoenixville.  
 

One of the interesting facts was the only naval 
battle fought on the Schuylkill River was across from 
Port Providence. It was between canal boatmen and 
shad fishermen.  

There were small paragraphs about Port 
Providence, another about the Delaware Indians 
encamped along the river between Mont Clair and 
Port Providence and one about Port Providence 
itself.  
 

There was a small discussion of Collegeville. 
Meeting houses, churches and the like were listed. 
Schools had their own list. Taverns did as well. Chris 
always did like to visit cemeteries to gather 
information about historical figures. He discusses 
that here in 1898. He continued to do that 
throughout his life. 
 

Chris finishes up this article with "And now as I have 
tried to give you some facts which perhaps you did 
not know, I remain/ Yours. C.C.S."  
 

Starting in 1901 through 1905, Mark Sullivan, the 
editor of "The Daily Republican" asked Chris to 
submit stories about Port Providence. Some were 
clearly news such as "A Terrible Murder". Others 
were "news" such as who visited who, who had a 
baby, who was married, who was sick, who passed 
on and the like. In a preface to the articles, Tom 
Thompson said "It cannot be determined just how 
many of these "news items" may have been written 
by Chris. . . "  
 

In a page of "news" from 1904, the headings were 
“Trying Automobile”, “Found a Watch”, “Rapidly 
Improving” and so on. One talks about a repair to a 
break in the canal caused by a flood.  
 

In 1913, three articles written by Chris for the 
Cresset Magazine were published. One was "Mill 
House, The Audubon Home" He first talks briefly 
about John J. Audubon's life than then about the 
house owned by his wife's parents. He then 
describes the home and the area around it. The 
home is still maintained as a memorial to Audubon. 
It's one or two miles downstream from Valley 
Forge. How do you like that for a landmark?! 
 

The next article was "The Battlefield of 
Brandywine". It includes some photos including 
where Chris lived with his mother in the Battlefield.  
 
So "Ask To See" the collection of articles written by 
Chris and about Chris located in file drawer 13. 
 

~ 



A BLACKSMITH SHOP 

GARDEN 
 
There are many ways to interpret our property at 
1733 Creek Road:  
  

• As the home Chris Sanderson rented (the 
back wing only) 1937 – 1966 with his 
amazing collection. 

• As the home of Willard Sharpless and his 
working blacksmith shop. Mr. Sharpless lived 
in the main house and operated a 
blacksmith shop on the property until his 
death in 1959.  

• As the Brittingham house, built c. 1854. Sally 
Hoey and Sue Minarchi spearheaded an 
effort with the Chadds Ford Historical and 
Architecture Review Board in 2013 to 
restore the exterior of the house to its 
original style, adding historically correct 
shutters, uncovering the original second 
front door (with fond memories of Sue and 
her crowbar) and restoring the front porch 
rails.  

 

It’s the Sharpless blacksmith legacy that has always 
intrigued me. It was the dream of our third 
president, the late Richard McLellan, to restore the 
blacksmith shop as an extension of the museum. In 
our collection, we have a picture of Mrs. Sanderson 
watching Sharpless shoe a beautiful gray working 
horse at the shop, as well as a picture of Chris in the 
snow in front of another building where there is still 
a foundation ridge at the back stone wall.  
 

While a museum addition is not feasible in the 
foreseeable future, we can commemorate Willard 
Sharpless with a special garden where his shop 
stood. Say “garden” and who comes to mind but 
our own Chuck and Mary Ann Ulmann.  
 

Not only do they have 
three greenhouses on 
their property, but in 
addition Mary Ann 
has her degrees  
in Education and 
Landscape Design. 
Both Chuck and Mary 
Anne have created 
award-winning 
exhibits at the 
Philadelphia Flower 

Show.    
Hopefully by this Fall, we’ll have some nice garden 
additions plus tasteful interpretive signage near the 
Blacksmith Garden.   
 

In the meantime, if anyone likes to dig in the dirt 
and throw around mulch, let us know. (sdh) 
 
 
 
 

MUSEUM GIFT SHOP  

 

Looking for a gift for someone who loves history?  

Look no further!  

  

• Historical Map of Chester County  

• Wyeth Note Cards  

• Mugs  

• Magnets  

• Books  

• And so much more!!  

  

The Gift Shop is open 24/7 through the museum 

website:  https://sandersonmuseum.org/shop/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sanderson Museum Event  
July 21st, 6:00pm at Thornbury Farms 
Help contribute to the Christian C. Sanderson Museum 
as we look forward to the  
245th Anniversary of the Battle of Brandywine 

 
 
 

Featuring: 
MICHAEL HARRIS: Lecturing on his book Brandywine: A Military History of the Battle 
that Lost Philadelphia but Saved America, September 11, 1777.  
 

CHUCK ULMANN: Sanderson Museum Curator with Museum artifacts. 
 

RE-ENACTORS:  Listen to their stories!  See firing demonstration! 

FOOD & DRINK: Thornbury Farms Farmers Market. You may purchase Breads, Popcorn, 
Pretzels, Cake, Cookies, Pies, Water, Ice Tea, Ice Cream Treats, Cheese & Crackers, Fruit, and 
much more!! 

 
PLACE: Thornbury Farms- 1256 Thornbury Rd. West Chester, PA 19382  

(Click here for Directions) 

 

DATE: Thursday, July 21, 2022      TIME: 6-8:30pm 

COST: $20 per person / $30 per couple.  FREE for Sanderson Museum Members 
Members, please email museum at info@sandersonmuseum.org to confirm. 
 

THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT.  FARM PAVILION WILL BE AVAILABLE.  

 
 
To purchase tickets go to:  www.sandersonmuseum.org/event. 
Select the type of ticket from the drop down box and click on: 

Buy Now 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thornbury+Farm+CSA/@39.9073282,-75.5922266,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x89c6f0922c5d07ef:0x7387ace03742cf89!2s1256+Thornbury+Rd,+West+Chester,+PA+19382!3b1!8m2!3d39.9073241!4d-75.5900379!3m4!1s0x89c6f093c05fbbfd:0x77bb36c93425ca95!8m2!3d39.9084674!4d-75.5905951
mailto:info@sandersonmuseum.org
http://www.sandersonmuseum.org/event


SUPPORT THE MUSEUM 
The Sanderson Museum is a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization founded in 1967. Please consider making a 

contribution to keep this unique museum open for the enjoyment of future generations. You can mail your tax-deductible 

donation to Sanderson Museum, P.O. Box 153, Chadds Ford, PA 19317. Donations may also be made online at 

sandersonmuseum.org. 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________________________ 

I am enclosing my tax deductible gift of: 

  $1,000  
  $500 

  $200 

  $100 

  $50 

 Other _______________   

------------------------------------- --------------------------------------

 

 
 

The Sanderson Museum is run by volunteers just like you! We are people who are interested in 

history, delight in talking to others, have a bit of the “pack rat” in them and want to touch a moment 

in time.  
 

We offer great benefits: 

• Volunteer training 

• Invitations to museum events 

• Volunteer appreciation passes 

• 10% discount in the museum gift shop 
 

If you are interested in volunteering your time and / or talents, email Makenzie McGonigle at 

executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org or call 610-388-6545 to join our volunteer family. 

mailto:executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org


Christian C. Sanderson Museum  

P.O. Box 153  

Chadds Ford, PA 19317  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Go Green and receive The Historian via email.  

Send your email address to executivedirector@sandersonmuseum.org.  

 

 

 

                      The Christian C. Sanderson Museum- A Man’s Life, A Nation’s History 

    An eclectic array of art, military memorabilia, presidential artifacts, local        

history and collectibles. History like you’ve never seen it before! 

   Open Saturday and Sunday, 12 noon -4pm. March through November.   

 

 

Sanderson Museum     BOARD MEMBERS 

1755 Creek Road     Dean Camp 

Chadds Ford, PA 19317     Diane Camp  

     Jim Christ 

Mailing Address:      Hollie Gorman 

P.O. Box 153     Donel Manke  

Chadds Ford, PA 18317     Barbara Moore 

     Charles Ulmann 

Phone: 

610-388-6545 
 

Website: 

sandersonmuseum.org 
 

Email: 

info@sandersonmuseum.org    


